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MAN Truck & Bus is one of Europe's leading commercial vehicle manufacturers and transport solution providers, with an annual revenue of some 10 billion euros (2017). The company's product portfolio includes vans, trucks, buses/coaches and diesel and gas engines along with services related to passenger and cargo transport. MAN Truck & Bus is a company of TRATON AG and employs more than 36,000 people worldwide.
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Winning strategy for gear shifts – the MAN TGE with automatic gearbox for all drive types

Interested in having a real, robust and flexible commercial vehicle with decent loading volume and payload, which is still as comfortable to drive as a car? The solution is simple: look no further than the MAN TGE – now optionally available with an 8-speed automatic gearbox in all drive variants. 

· MAN TGE now available in front-wheel, rear-wheel and all-wheel drive with 8-speed automatic gearbox
· Convenient tiptronic operation with manual gear selection mode
· Efficient gear shift strategy optimised for lower fuel consumption
· MAN TGE with automatic gearbox provides the top price/performance ratio compared to the competition

A transversely mounted model (AQ450-8A/-8F, 410 Nm) made by Japanese supplier AISIN AW CO., LTD. is used for the front-wheel and all-wheel drive vans. A flange-mounted bevel gear is added to all-wheel drive vehicles. ZF Friedrichshafen’s AL550-8H (410 Nm) is longitudinally installed in the rear-wheel drive TGEs. Both gearbox models are already successfully established in the car market and known for their reliability. The automatic gearboxes have been adapted for installation in the MAN TGE and a number of parts have been designed for greater resistance, including the housing, converter, differential gear, planetary gear set, friction plates and plate carriers, while the parking lock has been strengthened. 
Adding the optional 8-speed automatic gearbox for all drive variants, the MAN TGE has given a further boost to its outstanding interior qualities (such as its payload, loading volume and wide variety of bodies and chassis) – namely, greater driving comfort. The automatic gearbox is an ideal way to relieve the driver with its  independent activation, selection, transmission ratio and shifting of gears – especially in stop-and-go traffic. The driver can fully concentrate on the traffic on the road and does not have to make so much physical effort; for instance, in having to constantly engage the clutch and make manual gear changes. 
But the driver’s experience is not the only thing to be streamlined: the same is true of the vehicle. The automatic gearbox in the TGE shifts without incurring wear and tear. When accelerating, it automatically shifts up to the next gear briefly before reaching the highest permissible the engine speed. When shifting down manually, it only accepts the shifting command when it is no longer possible for the motor to overrev. The gear shift strategy is designed for constantly efficient driving and is optimised for the least possible fuel consumption. In addition, the automatic gear shift system minimises the impact on passengers and cargo, reaching close to perfection in enabling the vehicle to drive off smoothly. This is a must, for instance, if the TGE is used as a city bus, ambulance or patient transport service. Fleet vehicles such as parcel, courier or other delivery services, which are not exclusively assigned to a single driver, also exhibit significantly less need for maintenance thanks to the automatic gearbox. As a result, the TGE has even stronger appeal as an ideal vehicle for urban areas.
As car drivers are accustomed to, the MAN TGE with automatic gearbox offers a convenient tiptronic gear selector lever at the bottom of the instrument panel. The 8-speed automatic gearbox also has a manual tiptronic selection mode – from switch position D, there is a connection to a second, parallel shift gate. Lightly pushing to the right takes the driver to this shift gate, which makes it possible to activate the gear lever and manually shift up (+) or down (-) a gear. The instrumentation display displays the current lever position.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In releasing the TGE, MAN is the only van manufacturer currently able to offer an optional 8-speed automatic gearbox for all drive system variants. In addition, the automatic gearbox MAN TGE is best vehicle on the market in terms of price/performance ratio.
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